
 

    February, 2011 

Patriot Newsletter 
Patrick Henry High School, 6702 Wandermere Drive, San Diego, CA 92120 

Phone: 619-286-7700  Fax: 619-229-0370  Web: www.henry.sandi.net 

 
Dear Patrick Henry High Parents: 
 
It is always hard to believe the school year is moving so fast.  February brings our articulation schedule 
as we plan for every student's new academic program in the fall.  Our seniors continue their wait to learn 
of their college admissions acceptances, and our tenth grade students take the important California High 
School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) on March 8-9.  February and March also bring many exciting events at 
Patrick Henry High that directly support your student's education and provide information and fun: 
  
Feb. 17-- Elective Fair is time for students and parents to hear about our outstanding elective courses, 
academices, and pathways from the teachers and students themselves.  We team this event with our 
new student orientation for an evening of learning about why Patrick Henry High has so many options for 
our students to learn and pursue their interests. 
  
Feb. 24 -- Film "Race to Nowhere" and short discussion after.  This film is being screened as a grass-
roots movement in schools across the United States.  Come see "Race to Nowhere" and join in the 
discussion of how this affects our students. 
  
Feb. 27 -- "Patrick Henry High Goes to the Oscars"  Join our drama, choral, and instrumental students 
as they dress up, walk the red carpet to cheer on our school's famous actress, Annette Bening, as she is 
recognized as a nominee for the Best Actress.  The evening event begins with the red carpet arrival at 
4:00 p.m. outside the Patrick Henry High auditorium. 
  
Feb. 28 -- Area 8 Cluster Town Hall Meeting.  The Henry and Serra High Clusters are joining together for 
an evening discussion of school budgets.  The event will take place in our auditorium at 6:00 p.m. 
  
March 16 -- Parent Visitation Day. This is a great morning to visit your students’ classes and see all the 
many interesting lessons and activities at Patrick Henry High.  Please join me in a short information 
meeting 8:00-8:30 a.m. in our Library; there will be time for questions and answers prior to visiting our 
classrooms.  
  
In other news: 
Planning for our new theater continues, and efforts to secure further funding through a partnership from 
one of the community college districts are also progressing.   I hope to have more news in the next few 
months.   
  
Whooping cough, Pertussis, immunizations (Tdap) will be required by a new State law for all incoming 
7th-12th grade students beginning fall 2011-12.  Students who have not received this booster shot prior 
to the beginning of school will not be allowed to start school.  Please contact your child's doctor now to 
schedule an immunization appointment.  Some students may qualify for free immunizations through the 
Vaccines for Children Program.  After your child receives this vaccine, bring documentation of the Tdap 
booster to our school nurse.   
  
The budget process for the 2011-12 school year has finished, and Patrick Henry High saw an 8% 
reduction.  Cuts were made to materials, professional development, a reduction in services from our site 
IT provider, and the elimination of our Parent Academic Liaison, a position that was eliminated.  Our  
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budget continues to support our teaching, counseling, and clerical staff, as well as continued service from 
our nurse, librarian, and vice principals.  The athletics budget and elective funding will continue to 
support our extra-curricular programs that enrich our students' lives.  Our academic program will continue 
to thrive with our Engineering and Teaching Academies as well as our strong liberal arts, medical 
science, world language, and performing arts programs.   
  
We also have an update concerning the soil remediation plan for the softball field at the corner of Navajo 
and Parkridge from Loren E. Chico, Civil/Environmental Engineering Coordinator in our district's Facilities 
Planning and Construction Department. "TRC’s (Conoco-Phillips contractor) remediation system is now 
operational and they are intercepting water coming from the gas station and re-directing it to their existing 
treatment system in the street, adjacent to that gas station; thus meaning such groundwater is no longer 
entering the site.  Thereafter, the infield dirt will be placed, the top soil will be spread-and-compacted, 
where grass is to be placed, and the field will be covered with sod. We’re evaluating the possibility of 
using a different kind of sod, which comes in larger and thicker sizes, and which could potentially reduce 
the establishment time so we can deliver the field quicker.  As we currently stand, and barring any last-
minute glitches, we expect to complete the project around the first week of March 2011, not including any 
maintenance period required to establish the grass to make the field playable.  The length of time for the 
maintenance period is not yet known, simply because it varies depending on the sod utilized; however, it 
appears at this time the maximum maintenance period for the sod would likely be 90-days, possibly less.  

 Congratulations to these outstanding students and staff: 

·  I am very proud to announce our Valedictorian for the year, Binh Ho, and Salutatorian, Amy Tran. 
·  Athletes Ryan Urie and Lauren Hays who were recognized as All-C.I.F. Athletes at the Sports Hall 

of Fame on January 12.  Ryan Urie is also the C.I.F. Outstanding Cross Country Athlete. Zachary 
Maches and Amy Morrison were recognized January 18 for their winning essays by the San 
Carlos Branch Library on January 18.  

·  Two fine musicians who were recently named to the California All-State Honor Band:  Ryan Linvill 
(Tenor Saxaphone) and Sara Simpson (Oboe).  They will perform in the formal concerts on 
February 19 and 20 in Fresno, California.   

·  Two Patrick Henry students have been selected as Finalists in the 2011 National Merit 
Scholarship Program; congratulations to Binh Ho and Victoria Maches. 

·  Our outstanding Band Director, Matt Kalal, was recognized for his outstanding services managing 
the Southern California All-Student Honor Band January 29-30.  

·  Sara Simpson, Chris Summicht, and William Nakamura for their outstanding performance in the 
San Diego Youth Symphony Concert on January 30.  

·  Nicole Sakelios, our outstanding special education teacher, was voted PHHS Teacher-of-the-
Year.   

As always, I thank our many parents who volunteer and support PHHS with their time and energy. Your 
efforts make a difference to our educational program. A big thank you goes to Mike Poltorak and Marion 
Spence for their time and guidance serving on our School Site Council. In addition, I always have my 
door open for your needs, and early morning is usually the best time to share your thoughts.  I welcome 
your questions and discussions.  Thank you for your continued support of our very special school. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Dr. Pat Crowder 
 
 



 
Estimados Padres de la Preparatoria Patrick Henry: 
 
Siempre es difícil creer que el ciclo escolar está progresando tan rápido.  Febrero es el mes de 
preparación del calendario de articulación en el cual planeamos el nuevo horario académico para el 
próximo ciclo escolar.  Nuestros seniors (alumnos del grado 12) continúan esperando recibir noticias 
sobre su admisión a las universidades a las que solicitaron y nuestros alumnos del grado 10 se preparan 
para tomar el examen de egreso de la preparatoria; CAHSEE del 8 al 9 de marzo.  En febrero y marzo 
también tenemos adicionales eventos emocionantes para Patrick Henry que ayudan a apoyar la 
educación de su hijo/a y dar información y diversión: 
  
Febrero 17—Feria de Clases Optativas Los alumnos y sus padres aprenderán más acerca de nuestros 
excelentes cursos de clases optativas, cursos académicos y datos de los maestros y alumnos. Este 
evento se lleva a cabo en conjunto con la orientación de alumnos nuevos para una de aprendizaje sobre 
los motivos por los cuales Patrick Henry tiene tantas distintas opciones para que nuestros alumnos 
aprendan y alcancen sus metas profesionales. 
  
Febrero 24 -- Pelicula "Race to Nowhere" Discusión breve después.  La película está siendo presentada 
como parte de un movimiento de base en las escuelas de Estados Unidos.  Venga a ver "Race to 
Nowhere", participe en la discusión y entérese sobre como este tema afecta a nuestros alumnos. 
  
Febrero 27 -- "Patrick Henry Asiste a los Oscares"  Participe con el grupo de alumnos de drama, coro e 
instrumentos musicales, vestirán de gala y desfilarán en la alfombra roja para apoyar a la famosa actriz 
de nuestra escuela, Annette Benning, que ha sido nombrada como candidata para ganar el premio de 
mejor actriz.  El evento empieza en la alfombra roja y comienza a las 4:00 p.m. afuera del auditorio de la 
Preparatoria Patrick Henry. 
  
Febrero 28 – Foro Comunitario de la Agrupación de Escuelas del Área 8. Las agrupaciones de las 
escuelas Patrick Henry y Serra se reunirán para evento de discusión sobre el presupuesto escolar.  El 
evento se llevará a cabo en nuestro auditorio a las 6:00 p.m. 
  
Marzo 16 – Día de Visitas de Padres. Esta es una excelente mañana para visitar a su hijo/a en su salón 
de clases y poder presenciar lecciones interesantes y actividades de la Preparatoria Patrick Henry. 
Asista a una breve reunión informativa de 8:00-8:30 a.m. en nuestra biblioteca; habrá una sesión de 
preguntas y respuestas antes de la visita a los salones.  
  
Otras Noticias: 
La planificación para nuestro nuevo teatro continúa y los esfuerzos para garantizar fondos adicionales 
por medio de una sociedad con uno de los Distritos de Colegios Comunitarios.  Espero tener más 
noticias durante los próximos meses.   
  
Empezando en el otoño del ciclo escolar 2010-11, de acuerdo a una nueva ley estatal, todos los alumnos 
de los grados del 7-12 deberán recibir la vacuna de la tos ferina, pertusis (Tdap) antes de ingresar a 
clases.  Los alumnos que no reciban esta vacuna de refuerzo antes de iniciar el ciclo escolar no serán 
admitidos a clases.  Favor de comunicarse con el médico de su hijo/a para programar una cita y recibir 
su vacuna.  Algunos alumnos califican para recibir una vacuna gratuita por medio del Programa Vaccines 
for Children (Vacunas para Niños). Después de recibir la vacuna traiga su comprobante de la vacuna 
Tdap booster al/la enfermero/a del plantel.   
  
El proceso del prepuesto para el ciclo escolar 2011-12 ha concluido y  la Preparatoria Patrick Henry tuvo 
que hacer una reducción de 8%.  Se hicieron recortes en la distribución de fondos para el material, 
desarrollo profesional, una reducción de servicios de parte de nuestros proveedor de servicios IT 
(tecnología) y la eliminación de nuestro PAL (Enlace Académico para Padres); un puesto que fue 
eliminado.  Nuestro presupuesto continúa apoyando a nuestro personal de maestros, consejeros y 
personal de la oficina, al igual que la continuación de nuestro/a enfermero/a, bibliotecario/a y 
subdirectores.  El presupuesto para el programa de deportes y fondos para las clases optativas 



continuará apoyando a nuestros programas extracurriculares para enriquecer las vidas de nuestros 
alumnos. Nuestro programa académico continuará progresando con nuestras academias de ingeniería y 
enseñanza igual que nuestros establecidos programas de artes liberales, ciencia médica, idiomas 
mundiales y artes interpretativas.   
  
Tenemos noticias acerca del plan de remediación para el campo de softball en la esquina de las calles 
Navajo y Parkridge. Loren E. Chico, Coordinadora Ingeniera Civil/Ambiental del Departamento de 
Planificación de Instalaciones y Construcción indicó que el sistema de remediación de "TRC” (Contratista 
Conoco-Phillips) está en funcionamiento y están interceptando agua que está llegando de la estación de 
gasolina y redirigiéndola a su existente sistema de tratamiento de agua, adjunto a la estación de 
gasolina; esto quiere decir que ya no está entrando agua al plantel. Después, la tierra del cuadro de 
softball será dispersada y compactada, en el campo se colocará nuevo pasto. Estamos evaluando la 
posibilidad de usar un diferente tipo de pasto, que viene en pedazos más anchos y grandes para 
posiblemente reducir el tiempo necesario para establecer la función del campo.  En este momento si no 
surgen problemas de último momento, esperamos poder completar el proyecto aproximadamente 
durante la primera semana de marzo 2011, sin incluir cualquier tipo de mantenimiento que sea necesario 
para establecer la constitución del pasto y que esté listo para usarse.  Aún no sabemos cual es la 
cronología del periodo de mantenimiento, simplemente porque depende del pasto que se utilice; sin 
embargo, es probable que esta vez el máximo periodo de tiempo necesario sea 90 días, posiblemente 
menos.  

      Felicidades a nuestro sobresaliente personal y alumnos: 

·  Estoy muy orgullosa de anunciar a nuestro estudiente con las mejores calificaciones del ano, 
Binh Ho, y a nuestro estudiante con el segundo lugar, Amy Tran. 

·  Deportistas Ryan Urie y Lauren Hays que fueron reconocidos como Deportistas Sobresalientes 
de- C.I.F. (Federación Inter Escolar de California) Salón de la Fama de Deportes el 12 de enero.  
Ryan Urie también fue reconocido como Deportista Sobresaliente de C.I.F., Corredor de Campo 
a Través.  

·  Zachary Maches y Amy Morrison fueron reconocidos el 18 de enero por sus composiciones 
ganadoras por la biblioteca de San Carlos.  

·  Dos excelentes músicos fueron recientemente nombrados a la banda de honores del Estado de 
California: Ryan Linvill (Saxofón tenor) y Sara Simpson (Oboe).  Ambos alumnos interpretarán 
una pieza musical durante los conciertos formales del 19 y 20 de febrero en Fresno, California.   

·  Dos de nuestros estudiantes han sido seleccionados como finalistas en el Programa Nacional de 
Becas Merit 2011; felicidades a Binh Ho y Victoria Maches. 

·  Nuestro destacado director de la banda, Matt Kalal, fue reconocido por su excelente servicio y 
manejo de la Banda de Honor de Alumnos del Sur de California durante el 29-30 de enero.  

·  Sara Simpson, Chris Summicht y William Nakamura por su prominente participación en el 
concierto de la Sinfónica Juvenil de San Diego, el 30 de enero.  

·  Nicole Sakelios, nuestra excelente maestra de educación especial, fue nombrada como la 
maestra del año de PHHS.   

Como siempre, agradecemos a los padres y voluntarios que apoyan a PHHS brindando su tiempo y 
energía. Sus esfuerzos ayudan a crear una diferencia en nuestro programa educativo. Muchas gracias a 
Mike Poltorak y Marion Spence por su tiempo y liderazgo en el SSC (Comité Consultivo del 
Plantel).Finalmente, mi puerta siempre está abierta para atender a sus necesidades y las mañanas son 
la mejor parte del día para compartir sus ideas conmigo. Espero sus preguntas y discusiones.  
Agradezco su apoyo continuo para nuestra muy especial escuela. 
 
Atentamente,  

 
Dr. Pat Crowder 
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Naviance  News 
 
 
Patrick Henry High School has been using Naviance, a web based service 
designed especially for students and parents for 2 years now.  Naviance Family 
Connection is a comprehensive website that you and your child can research 
colleges sign up for college visits and access coll ege scholarship information. 
 
 
Naviance is an electronic college data management s ystem used by the PHHS 
counseling department to keep track of student data  including student GPAs, 
standardized test scores, college choices, college application information and a 
personality and career assessment. PHHS students ar e registered and trained on 
the Naviance Family Connection for access to their personal site which includes 
general college information and electronic college search tools. The college data 
in Family Connection allows a student to search for  the right individual college 
matches. 
 
 
Family Connection can also be used to store a perso nal game plan, a list of 
possible careers and majors, a resume, a list of co lleges a student is considering, 
a list of colleges to which he/she is applying, col lege application tasks, and 
application results. This is private information th at can only be accessed by the 
student, parents or the counseling department. Stud ents can also be contacted 
by e-mail about college visits, deadlines, surveys and other pertinent college 
information from the counseling department.  Studen ts and parents will also 
begin completing course planners and academic revie w/plans through Naviance. 
Previously Naviance had only been available to the PHHS staff and students. 
 
 
PARENTS, you now have the opportunity to access Nav iance Family Connection.  
Parents/ Guardians can pick up their Registration c odes to access Naviance from 
Mrs. Walden in the Main Office 8:30 to 3:30 pm dail y.  Parents/Guardians must 
show a valid picture ID to receive your Registratio n Code.  Parents/Guardians can 
go to the Naviance website http://connection.naviance.com//henryseniorhigh to register 
into Family Connection.  If you have any questions regarding picking up your 
Registration code, please contact Mrs. Walden at ex t. 2233.  Please stop by soon 
to pick up your Naviance registration code. 
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More Important  Dates 

 
 
February 11  No School – Lincoln’s Birthday 
February 21  No School – President’s Day 
March 3  Minimum Day – School Dismissal at 11:36   
March 5  Winter Formal at La Jolla Marriott 8:00 – 12:00 
April 4-8  No School – Spring Break 

�
�
�
�
�
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News from Nurse Efting… 
 
HEALTH NEWS : Patrick Henry has a Student Assistance Program, which is available to 

all students.  The program provides support groups, which are facilitated by trained staff.  Groups 
are designed to help students improve communication skills, self-concept, and function more 
effectively in society by recognizing their responsibilities.  Some of the groups have a focus: Grief 
Group, Self Esteem, Family Change, Social Skills, and Drug and Alcohol information groups.  
Others are more general and deal with issues that are important to High School Students: 
relationships with friends, families, teachers, conflict resolution, etc.  Students may be referred to 
this program by parents, teachers or they may refer themselves.  Questions can be directed to the 
Nurse, Susan Efting 619-286-0452. 

 
STUDENT TO STUDENT: The following students have been selected to participate in the 

Student to Student program for 2010-2011, school year.   Returning Members:  Katie Aiello, 
Andrew Cameron, Lacey Fairchild, Veronica Lua, Victoria Maches, Chris Ricario, Danielle 
Sanchez, Ortal Shaitrit, Nancy Sokhis and Daniel Straub.  New Members:  Alessandra Aragon, 
Andrew Benedict-Philipp, Maxwell Breen, Hannah Bundegaard, Mariah Deheart, Nicolette Epps, 
Jennifer Kiandi, Nhu Le, Coryann Ledford, Rebecca Lee, Kayla Martinez, Kimberly Mathis, 
Joseph McDonald, Mary McFarland, Danh Nguyen, Sophia Quiroz, Katherine Novak, Samantha 
Rivera, Jonathan Strohl and Valerie Vang.  Alternate Members:  Mary Quirk and Kathryn Sherar.   
These Students will be presenting smoking awareness programs to all 5th, 7th and 9th grade students 
at Henry and in our feeder schools and other private or district schools who request the program 
throughout 2nd semester.   This will be the fourteenth year the program has been available.     

 
      PEER MEDIATORS:  The Peer Mediators for 2010-2011 are: Returning Students:  Bronte 
Daniels, Kelsey Johnson, Robin Kwok, Jesse Leon, Ortal Shaitrit, Amanda Sobkowiak and 
Amanda Strohauer.  New Peer Mediators: Samuel Cabrera, Abel Guerrero, Katie Krotzer. Hanna 
Leong, Alicia Magedman, Gerardo Mejia, Carlos Morrow, Kelsey Rhoden, Colleen Santamaria 
and Kathryn Sherar. 

The Peer Mediators  will be available every period of the school day to assist other students 
with difficulties they may be having in school, present health programs in the classroom and serve 
as mediators to help students resolve conflicts.   

 
HEALTH EDUCATION:   The 9th grade PE students will be receiving three presentations 

from Student to Student and Peer Mediators second semester.  Student to Student will present a 
smoking and drug awareness program in February.  The Peer Mediators will present a program on 
Teen Relationship Violence in April and HIV in May.  Please notify the principal in writing if you 
do not want your students to participate in any of these programs.  

 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION CONCERNING PERTUSSIS VACINATI ONS FOR NEXT 

YEAR:   Please be sure to read the enclosed Flyer from the California Department of Public Health 
concerning the need for a required Tdap booster shot before starting school next year.  Make sure 
you bring proof of the booster to the school so it can be recorded on the students Immunization 
Records.  
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BLUE SLIPS – LEAVING CAMPUS EARLY  
�  Please notify the Nurse’s Office at least 24 hours in advance to request a medical blue slip, 

we prefer written notice. 
�  Medical Blue slips must be picked up in the Nurse’s office the day of your appointment; they 

will not be delivered to the classroom. If the blue slip is not picked up, please be prepared to 
go to the classroom to get your student. 

�  If your student leaves school without a Blue Slip, he/she will be marked truant. Even if the 
parent has called, the student still needs to pick it up!   Parents cannot excuse their student 
after he/she has left campus.  

�  If you are sick, call your parents from the Nurse’s Office; cell phones are not allowed in class 
nor are they to be used during instructional time or during passing period. 

�  Requests for Blue Slips will NOT be honored on the following days unless there is a 
verifiable medical appointment and that information is presented to the Nurse’s Office for 
verification. 
       Any testing days (Finals, AP, STAR Testing, etc.) 

   Fridays prior to Saturday Dances  
   Fridays or any day before holidays/vacations 
�  All personal, family emergencies or requests other than medical must have a 

parent/guardian come to the office to make the request with the Vice Principal. 
�   

TAKING MEDICATION WHILE AT SCHOOL  
�  If you plan on taking a pain reliever i.e. Tylenol, Advil, please bring your own supply. We 

will keep it locked up in the Health Office with you name on it. We have a limited amount 
on hand for emergencies only.  We will continue to notify you if your student should need 
Tylenol, Motrin or Ibuprofen at school.   

�  If you need to take a prescription medicine you will need to keep it in the Nurse’s Office. 
You cannot keep it in your backpack. 

�  If you will be taking prescription medicine on a daily basis, you will need to pick up a 
medication form and have your doctor fill it out. Medication must be in its original 
container, no zip-lock bags. 

�  Do not send your child to school if he/she has a fever (measured greater than 100 degrees 
with a thermometer) or is too ill to pay attention in class.  

 
Please remember attending school on a daily basis is important for your student’s success.  Try to 

schedule Dental and Medical appointments after school. 
We really appreciate your help in following the guidelines. 

 
HEALTHY FAMILIES AND MED-CAL FOR FAMILIES  
  Information regarding this program and other medical resources can be picked up 
in the Nurse’s Office. 
 

EMERGENCY INFORMATION : Parents be sure your student’s emergency information is 
updated.  Health problems, which may affect your student’s school performance, should be 
discussed with the nurse.   Please be sure we have current home, work and emergency numbers. 

 
 

  Thank you for your help. 
 Susan Efting RN, School Nurse 
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PHHS PARTNERS IN EDUCATION 

 
PHHS has formed partnerships with 17 San Diego County companies/organizations.  Our 
partners provide wonderful opportunities for our students.  The PHHS Partners in Education are:  
San Diego Mesa College, East County YMCA, Kiwanis Club of Grantville-Allied Gardens,  US 
Navy, US Army, Mission Valley Rotary Club, Rick Engineering, Mission Times Courier, Chase 
Bank – Lake Murray Branch, San Diego Film Commission, The San Carlos Library, Murray 
Lampert Construction, San Diego State University Department of Geography/GeoTech, 
Woodstock Pizza, Fletcher Hills Presbyterian Church, Alvarado Hospital and Kyocera 
International.  Businesses interested in becoming a Henry High School Partner in Education 
– please contact Ms. Yvonne Walden, Parent Academic Liaison, Patrick Henry High School, 
(619) 286-7700 ext. 2233 or ywalden@sandi.net. 
 
The Mission Valley Rotary Club is in the process of interviewing freshmen for their 
scholarship program.  2 freshmen will be selected after the application and interviewing process 
is over.  The Rotary Club will follow their progress while they are at Henry and, if the students 
are successful, they will be awarded a generous scholarship near the end of their senior year.   
 
Rick Engineering, one of PHHS longest-standing partners, is very active once again this year 
and can be seen all over campus!  Rick Engineering has a staff member acting as a mentor for 
the PHHS ACE (Architecture, Construction and Engineering) Mentoring program as well.  ACE 
meets after school here at Henry – 28 students are involved and 10 mentors from local 
engineering, architecture and construction firms.  Rick Engineering also continues to be a very 
active participant on the PHHS Engineering Academy Advisory Board. 
 
PARTNER OF THE MONTH!  
The PHHS Grants and Partnerships committee nominated PHHS partner Fletcher Hills 
Presbyterian Church to be named San Diego City Schools’ Partner of the Month for January, 
2011.  The Church was awarded this honor!  We threw a brief “surprise” party on 1/19/11 in the 
library right before the Church mentors began work with their student mentees and we presented 
the Church mentors with a certificate.   
 
Fletcher Hills Presbyterian Church members developed a mentoring program where mentors 
provide extra support to PHHS seniors in preparation for senior exhibition.  This program was 
very successful last year and our senior mentees all passed exhibition with flying colors!  
Members also participate as senior exhibition panelists and run registration of the community 
panelists on senior exhibition day which has greatly streamline the process! 
 
Thank you, PHHS Partners!  We look forward to another great year!  Parents – if you are 
interested in assisting with the PHHS partnerships programs, please let Mrs. Walden know! 
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PHHS PARENT ACADEMIC LIAISON  
The Parent Academic Liaison at PHHS is Yvonne Walden.  My 
office is in the main office across from the Registrars office.  What 
does a Parent Academic Liaison (PAL) do?  PALS work with the 
principal, staff, teachers, parents and community to develop 
strategies aimed at establishing and sustaining high levels of parent 
involvement in order to increase student achievement.  I was the 

Employer Outreach Specialist for PHHS for the past 8 years and I will continue to do some of 
the things I did as an EOS that relate to parent involvement.   
 
With this in mind, I would like to find out if there are PHHS parents who would like to be involved 
with some of our projects this year.  I appreciate any time you can donate even if it’s 1 hour!   
 
Some of the areas parental help is needed are with: 
 
Patrick Henry High Career Fairs  – we have 3 Career Fairs every year– our Healthcare 
Pathways Career Exploration Fair is on 2/3/11; our Engineering, Math and Science Career 
Exploration Fair is on 3/1/11 and our “For Seniors Only” Career Fair is in April, 2011.  35-50 
exhibitors participate in each Career Fair.  If you are a parent who is involved in a healthcare, 
engineering, math or science related field, we would love to have your company/organization as 
an exhibitor at our Fairs.  Parent assistance in planning for these Fairs, and working during 
these Fairs would be very valuable as well.  We could use 2-4 volunteers per Fair!   
 
Chaperones for tours - we have some larger tours that go out to various healthcare events 
(healthcare pathways students) and it would be nice to have 1-2 parent chaperones on these 
trips.  Upcoming trips are to UCSD School of Medicine, Kaiser Hospital, Grossmont College 
Allied Health departments, Cuyamaca College, Surgery Viewings at Scripps, Southwestern 
College.   
 
WASC meetings - we need a diverse group of parents involved in our WASC meetings (12/9 
and 3/3/11) to provide input and to listen in regarding our schools WASC renewal. 
 
Senior Exhibitions  – we need panelists for our senior exhibitions in May, 2011 and/or 
assistance in recruiting other parents.  2-3 community members are needed per panel.    
 
Grants and Partnerships  meetings-  This is a committee of the PHHS Governance which 
meets bi-monthly to discuss and identify potential partnerships and grant opportunities which 
could benefit the school. 
 
PHHS Engineering Academy Advisory Board  – The PHHS Engineering Academy needs 
parents who are interested in assisting the Academy in providing educational opportunities for 
the Academy students. 
 
PHHS Curriculum Fair -assistance in providing information to parents in our booth at the 
Curriculum Fair  
 
If you are interested in being involved with our sc hool, please contact me – Yvonne 
Walden, Parent Academic Liaison, 610 286 7700 x 223 3 or ywalden@sandi.net .  
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A concerned mother turned filmmaker aims her camera  at the high-stakes, high-pressure 
culture that has become a part of our schools and s tudent’s lives.  A screening of Race 

to Nowhere will be held on Thursday, February 24 th, 2011 at 6:30 p.m. in the Patrick Henry 
High Auditorium. Tickets may be purchased at the do or for $15 or in advance for $10 at 

www.rtnpatrickhenry.eventbrite.com . 
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Area 8:  Henry and Serra Clusters’ 

Presented by Dr. David Lorden, Area 8 
Superintendent and Area 8 Principals 

�
�
�
�
�
�

�
When:   Monday, February 28, 2011 
Time:   6:00 P.M.-7:30 P.M. 
Location:   Patrick Henry High School Auditorium 
What:    �  Area 8 Superintendent, Dr. David Lorden, will 

                            present an overview of the District’s budget 
                            process. 

�   Principals will be present to provide a draft of 
    2011-2012 site budgets and implications.  

�
 
 
 

  �   Hancock    �    Benchley-Weinberger   �    Miller   �    Dailard  �    Kumeyaay   �    Gage 
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AP Information for 2010-2011  
 
·  AP tests can be purchased in the finance office from February 14 to March 11. 
·  STUDENTS MUST BRING THE COMPLETED AP CONTRACT TO THE FINANCE 

OFFICE IN ORDER TO PURCHASE AN EXAM.  The contracts have been handed 
out in classes. 

·  AP tests are $90 per exam.  Students who qualify for Free and Reduced Lunch may 
receive a fee waiver and pay $5 per exam. 

·  Students who pay to take the AP exams, but do not take the AP exam, will be 
charged $13 for the unused exam. 

·  There will not be any late exams given. 
·  AP students who choose not to take an AP exam will still receive weighted credit for 

the course. 
�
�
2011-2012 Patrick Henry High New Student Enrollment  Information  
 
New Student Enrollment for students within the Patrick Henry High neighborhood 
boundaries will take place from March 28 - April 1 and again from April 11 - April 15. 
This enrollment period is only for students who will be new to Patrick Henry for the 
2011-2012 school year, live within the Patrick Henry boundaries, and are not currently 
attending Pershing Middle School or Lewis Middle School.  Eighth graders at Pershing 
and Lewis do not need to go through this enrollment process. 
 
Enrollment packets will be available to pick up from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on the dates 
listed above from the Attendance Office. Once the packets have been completed, an 
appointment will be made with the counseling office for course selection. The following 
documents are required for enrollment: 
  

·  Copies of current transcripts and progress report from the school student is 
currently attending, standardized test scores from 7th and/or 8th grade for 
incoming 9th graders, and CAHSEE results for all incoming 11th & 12th graders 

·  Copies of two proofs of residency, showing established residence in the Patrick 
Henry neighborhood, i.e. cable bill, gas/electric bill, mortgage/lease papers (cell 
phone bills and driver’s licenses are not acceptable proofs of residency). Bills 
need to be current, dated within the last 60 days. 

·  Copies of immunization records 
 
Parents are strongly encouraged to enroll during the dates listed above. Class selection 
will be limited for students who wait until August to enroll. If you are not sure if Patrick 
Henry is your neighborhood school, visit the San Diego Unified School District website 
at www.sandi.net, click on Departments� Enrollment Options� Neighborhood Schools 
Finder. If you have any questions, please contact the Patrick Henry Attendance Office 
at 619-286-7700, extension 2212 or 2213.  
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Finance Office / Yearbook Info  
Last Day to Purchase Yearbooks is February 16, 2011. Don’t miss out! Buy yours at the Finance 
Office today. Prices are $90 with ASB sticker and $95 with out ASB sticker. 
 
Senior ads are now on sale. All ads must be received by March 15th. Prices are as follows: Full 
Page - $300, Half Page - $200, and Quarter Page - $125. You can design your own ad or have 
yearbook create one for you. If designing your own, please create it at 225 resolution or higher. 
If you want us to create one for you, sketch up your idea and drop it off to room 511 or Mr. 
Bolton's mailbox in the front offices.  
 
After Friday, April 29, 2011 we will not accept checks. Any money turned into the finance 
office; club/athletic sales, candy fund-raisers, yearbook sales, prom bids, senior picnic, book 
fines, money collected from parents/students for any reason, must be CASH ONLY (or money 
order). (Even if you collected checks before April 29, you can’t turn checks in after April 30). 
Deposit all checks by Friday April 29, 2011. 
 
 
 
Dinner and a Show at Patrick Henry 
Fabulous food from the Outback Steakhouse and a fun production of Kander and Ebb’s musical 
revue “And the World Goes Round” await you on Friday March 11 for only $15 per person! 
 
Please join the Patrick Henry Advanced Choir at 6:30pm for this great way to start your 
weekend. Tickets are available from Mrs. Fleming in room 600 or a choir member.  Watch the 
bulletin for more updates.  
 
 
 
Grad Night News  
DON'T FORGET TO BUY YOUR GRAD NIGHTS TICKETS!!!! The price is $100 for an 
unforgettable night filled with music, dancing, casino games, karaoke, massages, food, and lots 
of activities to keep you going until 5:00am!!!! Say goodbye to your friends in a way that you 
will remember all of your life. This year's theme is "A NIGHT IN THE TROPICS" The gym and 
surrounding quad will be transformed into a tropical paradise. The price includes a Grad Nite 
Themed T-Shirt so buy your ticket now to be included. Please visit the Henry website and go to 
students - grad nite and download a registration form. We need your photos for the memory 
room. Please send copies of baby pictures, sports, friends, dances and activities. Please limit to 
10 photos. Remember they will not be returned. Drop off envelopes with your photos (include 
your name on back) to the front office. 
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CONTENT AREA  TEACHER SUBJECT ROOM DAYS TIMES 
ENGLISH Haff All English 213 Mon-Thurs 215-315 
 Myette All English B-13 Tues: ATHLETES ONLY 315415 
 Merzbacher All English 208 Mondays 215-315 
 Lazarus All English 303 Tues & Thurs Lunch 
      
MATH Miller Algebra Explorations 301 Wednesdays 215-330 
 Sweet All Math B-13 Tues: ATHLETES ONLY 315-415 
 Woldermariam Alg2, ADV Geometry 217 Tuesdays 215-300 
 Woodard All Math B-6 Tues and Thurs 215-300 
      
HISTORY Hinojosa Histories, AP Psych 110 1st, 2nd, 4th Tues of month 215-315 
 Winston Govt, Econ, History B-14 By appointment n/a 
      
SCIENCE Ross Bio and Chem S-2 Mondays Lunch 
      
LANGUAGES Bunch Spanish 204 Tuesdays 215-315 
 Merzbacher German 208 Mondays 215-315 
 Winston French B-14 By appointment n/a 
      
ALL SUBJECTS Wolfson All subjects 310 Mondays 230-330 
 Sakelios All subjects 310 Tuesdays 230-330 
 Goren, Christiansen All subjects 310 Wednesdays 230-330 
 Bylund, Chronopolos All subjects 310 Thursdays 230-330 
      
ORGANIZATION Glenn Planner/Binder 306 Most days 215-315 

 
 



Patriot Newsletter                                                                                      Page 17  
 
 
JROTC News 
Patrick Henry’s Distinguished Navy JROTC has been a dominating force in the Navy JROTC 
Southwest Region winning over 45 trophies including placing 2nd, 3rd and 4th in Regional 
Tournaments.  Due to their incredible season, the mighty Patriot Battalion Varsity Drill Team 
has qualified for the 2011 Regional Finals known as the NJROTC SUPERBOWL and will be 
traveling up to Santa Ana, California to compete to earn an invitation to the Navy JROTC 
Nationals held in Pensacola, Florida.  In addition to Drill Team competitions, the Patriot 
Battalion has been busy supporting the local community.  They were able to collect over 755 
pounds of food during the Holiday Food Drive, providing 590 meals to the hungry in San Diego 
County.  Go Patriots! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

�



State of California—Health and Human Services Agenc y 

California Department of Public Health 
 

EARLY ALERT TO SCHOOLS 
Assembly Bill 354 Becomes Law  

2011 Pertussis (Whooping Cough) Immunization Requir ements for Students  
September 30, 2010 

 
Whooping cough (pertussis) has been widespread in California during 2010. The 
California Department of Public Health recommends that all Californians 10 years 
and older receive a booster shot against pertussis (also known as “Tdap”1). 
Moreover, Assembly Bill 354, now chaptered into California law, requires students to 
be immunized against pertussis2: 
 
For the 2011-12 school year only, all  students entering 7 th through 12 th 
grades  will need proof of a Tdap booster shot before starting school. This 
requirement: 

·  Begins July 1, 2011. 
·  Can be met by receiving one dose of Tdap vaccine on or after the 10th 

birthday. 
·  Applies to all public and private schools. 
·  Does not affect students enrolled in summer school. 

 
Beginning July 1, 2012, and beyond , all students entering the 7 th grade  will 
need proof of a Tdap booster shot before starting school.  
 
Starting now, please use your school websites, newsletters, report card messages, 
and other communications to send the following information: 

Pertussis is widespread. If your child 10 years and older has not yet received 
the ‘Tdap’ pertussis booster shot, please contact your doctor or health 
department. Getting a booster shot now will protect your child against the 
ongoing threat of pertussis and meet a new school requirement that begins in 
the 2011-12 school year (California law - Assembly Bill 354).  
 
Adults are also advised to get a pertussis booster shot, if they haven’t 
already, to protect themselves, their families, and their students. 

 
Updates on implementing this new law will be posted later in the 2010-2011 school 
year at www.cdph.ca.gov/HealthInfo/discond/Pages/Pertussis.aspx, which currently 
has general information about pertussis disease and immunization. 
 

1 “Tdap” = Tetanus toxoid, reduced diphtheria toxoid and acellular pertussis vaccine. 
2 Exemptions permitted for verified medical conditions or personal beliefs. 

 
 



Grossmont Union High School District     
and the 

Southern California Juvenile Officers Association 
presents 

Protecting Our Kids from 
Teen Relationship Violence 

A Free Evening For Parents and Teens 
 
 
Special Guest Speaker: Vickie Crompton- 
Tetter, author of Saving Beauty from the Beast 
 
Date: Tuesday, February 15, 2011 
 
Location: Sonrise Community Church 
8805 North Magnolia Ave 
Santee, CA 92071 
 
Time: 6:00 - 8:00pm 
 
The evening will include: 
 
·   Parent tips on teen relationship 
·   Consequences of “texting” and technology 
·   Answers from a panel of experts 
·   Self Defense Tips 
·   Guest Speaker: A parent’s perspective on teen relationship violence 
 

This is a night of information you will not want to miss! 
Any family could be at risk. 

 
Free childcare will be provided 

 
This event is sponsored in part by the Parent Involvement 
Committee of GUHSD. (Project SHIELD, EIA, and Title I) , 
and the Southern California Juvenile Officers Association.�


