
Patrick Henry High School 
Advanced Placement Literature and Composition 

Summer Assignment 
 
To prepare for the Advanced Placement Literature and Composition course there are two 
texts you need to read this summer.  Read The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck 
and The Road by Cormac McCarthy before coming to class the first day of school.  
As you read, annotate the books.  This is all that you really need to do.  The books will 
be collected the first week of school and you will receive a grade for the annotations you 
write. Don’t use post-its in a library book.  Write directly in a book you own.  Annotating 
is an extraordinarily important skill, so  this step is vital. 
 
Here is what you should include in your annotations: 
 

 Write down questions you have as you read.  The questions can be about the 
characters, the plot or the author’s purposes.  If you find an answer to your 
question write down the page number where the answer is located so you can 
refer to it. 

 Write down comments about the literature. If a character does something you 
think is strange write a note about it.  If you think you have found a quote in the 
book that seems to exemplify what the author intended to emphasize thematically 
make a note of it.  If you see allusions to other literary works write it down.  For 
that matter, any literary device/technique (symbol, metaphor…) you see the 
author using should be noted.   

 If you think something is sad or funny make a note of it in the book.  If it makes 
you feel angry, write it down.  React to the characters and their predicaments as 
you read. 

 Use a short hand for your annotations if you wish.  That is actually a smart thing 
to do.  However, remember that underlines and highlights are not annotations.  
Your thoughts and questions are the real annotations, and your effort with what 
you write will be what is rewarded. 

 
An example of how to annotate well is on the next page.   
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